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the support of digestive 
disturbances in calves, foals 
and lambs.
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ACTIVATED CHARCOAL

Activated Charcoal is made from a carbon source processed to 
have a very high surface area for adsorption or chemical reaction. 
Both the shape of the particles and the micropores within them 
give the material immense capacity to interact with the 
intestinal contents. 1 gram of activated charcoal may have 
a surface area of over 3000m2.  It’s properties of of 
adsorption are based on electrostatic attraction.

EFFECTS OF ACTIVATED CHARCOAL ON SCOUR PATHOGENS:
All the domesticated large animal species are impacted by 
neonatal scour. Calves are particularly susceptible to scour, being 
the major cause of deaths under 1 month of age.1 Lambs and foals, 
likely due to differing management and environmental factors, 
experience fewer losses due to scour but the disease still takes a 
severe economic toll in these species each year. 
Many of the pathogens of neonatal scour are common to all the 
large animal species, though prevalence may vary between them.

FEEDING GUIDELINES:

Shake tube well before use. Remove the cap, wheel the dial to 
select the correct amount and administer by mouth. Carefully 
replace cap after use.

Calves: one tube per calf per day (split twice daily if preferred), for 
as long as required.

Foals and lambs: 2ml/kg per day (split twice daily if preferred), for 
as long as required.

The administration of Charcovet Gel should be given separated by 
at least 2 hours from either milk or oral rehydration solution.

Composition: 

Activated Charcoal, Seaweed

Analytical Constituents:

Crude Protein 0.5%

Crude Ash 3%

Crude Fibre 8.5%

Crude Oils & Fats 0%

Sodium 0%

Moisture 48%

Neonatal scour is caused by several different pathogens. 

CRYPTOSPORIDIUM
The infectious agent is the 
oocyst. Activated charcoal has 
been shown to reduce the 
attachment and colonisation 
of oocysts on the gut lining 
and has been accepted as 
having a potential role in the treatment of calf 
scour caused by Cryptosporidium.2,3

ROTAVIRUS
Rotavirus causes scour 
primarily by the release 
of a glycoprotein toxin 
(NSP4), which damages the 
enterocytes’ ability to absorb 
water and digest nutrients.  
Activated charcoal can absorb this toxin, helping 
reduce the severity of the scour.4

E.T.E.C
Enterotoxigenic E. coli 
(ETEC) is a primary scour 
pathogen and releases an 
enterotoxin which causes a 
secretory diarrhoea. Activated 
Charcoal can adsorb both the 
bacterium and the toxin it produces.5

BACTERIAL OVERGROWTH
Due to the malabsorption 
experienced by all scouring 
neonates, regardless of the 
cause, the microbiome in the 
gut will become adulterated 
by the overgrowth of E. coli 
in the small intestine, which may invade the gut 
wall and cause a bacteraemia. Activated charcoal 
may help to reduce the absorption of these 
opportunistic bacteria.5

CHARCOVET GEL

A complementary feed for the support of digestive disturbances in calves, 
foals and lambs.

Charcovet Gel is an activated charcoal gel which helps to support calves, 
foals and lambs during digestive disturbances.

Effects of Charcovet Gel on Faecal Consistency:
The Activated Charcoal in Charcovet Gel adsorbs gas and binds the liquid 
fraction of  diarrhoea, helping the animal produce a more normal stool. 
This may reduce bloating and cramping, improving their demeanour and 
willingness to drink.6

Charcovet Gel is an ideal adjunct for the management of neonatal scour 
and may be used safely regardless of the aetiology.

Charcovet Gel comes in a convenient 60ml syringe with an easy-to-use 
measuring dial.


